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Social Gears - a Constructionist Approach to Social Studies

Historically, Constructionism has focused primarily on STEAM. One of its foundational
analogies— the gears of Seymour Papert’s child hood — arguably implies a deterministic causal
chain, brought about by cogs with no agency or say in the matter. While this analogy has proven
productive for designing and thinking about thinking about STEAM, the analogy falls short when
thinking about social systems where people are the “cogs”.

In this talk, | present and discuss my work on bringing Constructionism to social studies. | discuss
the challenges of designing expressive objects-to-think-with when the thinking that we are
designing for is fundamentally tied to ideology and essentially contestable, and | present my hopes
for the future of Construction in Social Studies.
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