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I will share memories of the first conference Children in Information Age, held in Varna (Bulgaria) 32
years ago — both personal and based on two documentaries featuring the vision of eminent scientists and
educators on computers in education, including John Atanasov (USA), Shoji Shiba (Japan), Jacques
Hebenstreit (France), Boris Gnedenko (Russia), Mary Alice White, Sylvia Charp, Andy diSessa (USA).
How their questions and visions look like today will be discussed based on case studies in Bulgarian and
International context.

Here are some of the questions posed then still relevant today:
e Inwhat way should the students be trained as to the future problems of rational use of computers?
e In what programming language should we train the children today when in 10 years we might
program in natural language and it might be Japanese?
o What does “computer literacy” mean in fact?
e Why does one expect a positive impact of learning to program on children’s thinking skills?
« Will applications of technology in the area of instruction be unlimited in their potential?
« Which qualities should be identified by the teacher in the software available?
« Will almost any statement made today be obsolete in a few years, if not months?

About speaker

Evgenia Sendova is Associate Professor at IMI-BAS, member of the Education in Mathematics and
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